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Eric Manske
123 Fake Address
Somewhere, MO  6XXXX
July 5, 2006
Agent
Literary Agency
Agent Street Address
Agent City, State, Zip
Dear Mr. Agent:

     I have three series of murder mystery novels I am writing that cover thought-provoking topics through which I intend to challenge current stereotypes and preconceived notions.  I have set one series each in Seattle, San Francisco, and St. Louis, three of America’s mid-size metropolitan areas.  Through these works, I examine questions as diverse as:

· What might be considered worse than being murdered?

· Is it even possible for a homosexual to change his or her sexual orientation?
· Why can the rich continue to oppress the poor?

· Is it dangerous to channel spirits?

Through the adventures of my protagonists, readers will be able to identify with viewpoints different from their own and will be challenged to think more about underlying issues, all while being entertained with engaging storylines and with authentic characters.
     I grew up in the Seattle area but am currently living in St. Louis, where I have lived since 2001.  For ten years, I worked as a high school and college teacher of mathematics and science.  I had the privilege to work overseas in Indonesia for three of those years and learned much about the assumptions held by Americans through that experience.  As well, I have ministered in a prison, in a third-world orphanage, with an outreach to the homeless and street kids, with a support group for divorced people, and with a support group for homosexual men, so I have had ample opportunity to talk with and learn about different opinions and multiple viewpoints.  In the end, I felt like synthesizing a set of stories to share with others what I have been taught—the consummate desire of a teacher.
     I have completed the first book of the Seattle series, titled A Fate Worse, and am in the fourth chapter of the second book, Habakkuk’s Lament.  The first book for the San Francisco series, A Simple Prejudice, is also finished, and I have written five chapters of Powers and Principalities, the first book of the St. Louis series.  I have enclosed the first ten pages of both A Fate Worse and A Simple Prejudice; synopses are on the next page.
A Fate Worse
     Kelly Saunders is a young, Black, single mother and lives and works in Seattle, WA.  When the body of her daughter’s beloved babysitter, Nancy, is found, Kelly simply cannot accept the death as a suicide.  Suspecting a love triangle, Kelly uses her naturally inquisitive personality and reasoning ability to get to the heart of what really happened.

     Along the way, Kelly deepens her relationships with some of Nancy’s teachers and friends and even begins to develop a new friendship with Detective Boipelo Noble, who is investigating Nancy’s death.  As anticipated, Kelly discovers that Nancy’s relationship with her boyfriend was not so secure, and Kelly suspects Nancy may have had a tryst with the young and handsome history teacher.  Kelly uncovers a more tangled web of possible intimacies than she had at first suspected, and she wonders if Nancy simply was caught up in something larger than she could handle.

     With Detective Noble’s mentoring, and the guidance and comfort of her girlfriends, Kelly begins to uncover deeper motives and past “accidents,” fitting together a puzzle for which too many pieces seem to be missing.  As her impressions of Nancy’s teachers and friends start to worsen, and as her feelings for Detective Noble begin to distract her, Kelly finds that she is tracking a murderer who has planned long and well and has covered the bases, leaving virtually no physical evidence behind.  And the more she uncovers, the more confident she becomes, taking risks and leaving herself vulnerable.  In the end, Kelly comes face-to-face with a killer and learns that, for some, there is a fate worse than death.
A Simple Prejudice
     When Morgan Jensen arrives back in town, Patrick Newman and his clique of friends gear up for some wild times again; that is, until Morgan gets bashed in the head and everyone wonders who may have held a grudge from the past.  Since Patrick is a lawyer with a prestigious San Francisco law firm, his friends, particularly his lover, encourage him to investigate the case, even though he does not practice criminal law.  When one in their group is implicated in the murder, Patrick steps forward to help out and starts delving into the past.

      Morgan had been the gay man’s “gay man” or so Patrick had thought until he began discovering the different beds in which Morgan apparently rested his head.  The more Patrick learns of Morgan’s history, the more he realizes how little he had known about his friend and of Morgan’s plain disregard for the impact he had on other’s lives.  While another friend from the past shows up and begins to challenge Patrick’s assumptions about sexual orientation, Patrick has to wrestle with the possibility that Morgan’s death is not just a simple hate crime but may be based on a simple prejudice, one like his own.
     I am querying several agents on these projects.  I know how busy the life of a literary agent can be so I thank you in advance for taking the time to consider my work and look forward to a promising corroboration in the future.

Sincerely,
Eric Manske

